
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Outreach, Education, & ‘Showing off.’ 
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Smartphones, Netflix, & Xbox… 
It should come as no surprise that kids  
today have access to entirely different ways  
of giving and receiving information than the 
generations before them.  The core values  
behind Crash’s educational philosophy are  
the same ones that dictate our artistic programming: 
 
1. Times change. 
2. People change with them. 
3. These “new” people and times reveal 
just as many opportunities as challenges.  
 
While it’s easy to flinch at connecting with shortened attention  
spans and increased skepticisms, Crash has experienced 
firsthand a student’s talent for multitasking, for innovation, and 
for goal-oriented processes. It’s these unique strengths of today 
that inspire our outreach content: mixing the “cool” with the  
relevant, dissecting broad messages into immediate tasks, and  
earning a student’s trust before expecting it. I invite you to read on 
and see further how “the dance company for people who don’t like dance” 
applies these notions in schools and communities across America.  
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                                    ChicagoDanceCrash.com 
                                                              Facebook.com/ChicagoDanceCrash 
                                                              Youtube.com/user/ChicagoDanceCrash 
                                                              Instagram.com/ChicagoDanceCrash 
                                                              Twitter.com/DanceCrash 



About the Company 
Established in 2002, a Chicago 
Dance Crash Performance 
Season contains 3 different 
arms; a Chicago-based season of 
world premier productions, a 
domestic & international touring 
schedule of repertory and an 
educational outreach 
component provided to schools 
and arts-in-education 
institutions all across the state 
of Illinois.  

In the area of outreach, Dance Crash currently extends its educational 
programming to a very wide demographic in terms of age, location and 
socioeconomic status. Most notably, the primary recipient of our local outreach 
efforts have been and will continue to be black and Hispanic youth in primarily 
underserved urban areas of Chicagoland.  

CDC currently embraces its unique ability to meet a student body on their terms 
with creative cultural aesthetics that are immediately familiar to them and then 
fusing this with movement processes that might be more foreign. Ultimately, 
whether a school assembly begins with a breakdancing set or a ballet variation, it 
inevitably culminates with the fusion of all presented styles and an applicable 
lesson in tolerance, positive expression and diversity.  

With an extensive background in teaching and student-based activities, Crash has 
created programs for elementary schools, universities, libraries, and community 
centers all across the country. Always able to command attention & inspire, Crash 
programs are created with the Illinois Board of Education’s social emotional 
learning standards (SEL), The CPS Arts Education plan and the Fine Arts 
Standards Illinois State Goals in mind with a special emphasis on fun and culture.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About the Company (continued) 
Chicago Dance Crash performs for 40+ schools a year! 
Past clients of Crash’s educational programming include… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Company can perform on… 
-Hardwood (basketball courts, aerobics studios, portable dance floors) 
-Marley & Masonite (theatre/auditorium flooring, portable lifts or risers) 
-Other types of flooring please contact us 
 
Technical requirements include… 
-A performance area no smaller than 15’ x 12’ without obstruction of pillars or 

floor-to-ceiling foundation support. Height from floor to lowest hanging 
instrument must be no less than 8’.  
-Music playback capabilities (ipod/phone player & connectors as well as adequate 

amplification… most often a separate speaker system is required.) 
-Closed access to the performance area no less than 15 minutes prior to students 

entering the room.  
-Microphone and adequate amplification depending on size of audience and 

performance space. Typically, spaces designed to house less than 150 persons do 
not require a microphone.  



About Our Services 
“Growth Through Diversity” Program is a 
multi-faceted outreach event including dance 
instruction, interactive discovery, and 
performances dedicated to the growth of art, 
and self through cultural understanding. The 
origins of ballet in Europe, capoeira in Brazil, 
and hip hop in the U.S. are as influential to their 
own movement vocabularies as they are to the 
lifestyles embraced by their practitioners. In 
relating the foundings of these forms to others 
can we better understand the importance of 
diversity in our lives and community.  
 
“Hip Hop 101” Lecture Demonstration, as advertised, is a part performance/part 
presentation of all of the favorite street styles displayed in television and film today. 
The forms are isolated down to the pure “1’s and 2’s,” showing students how the simple 
and rudimentary (via hard work and focus) can culminate into a showstopping skill. This 
particular event stresses the importance of dedication and patience in both life and art. 
The show can be very interactive and is geared towards a student body not formally 
familiar with dance.  
 

These one-time events are 40 minutes to an hour in length and involves 5 performers. 
 
Dance Residencies & Workshops 
Contemporary, ballet, creative movement exploration, and even breakdancing are all 
aspects of Chicago Dance Crash's various dance residencies. Students of all ages and 
aptitudes are taught by our highly-trained professional instructors dedicated to an 
accessible curriculum with clearly defined goals including exciting, interactive lessons 
in a positive, safe environment. Typically, residencies include 2-3 sessions a week for 
50-90 minutes ranging from 4 weeks to the entire school year. Number of instructors is 
based on class size. If applicable, residencies can culminate with a student-performed 
showcase, a field trip or in-school performance.   
 
 



Field Trips 
Bring your students to any of 
Crash’s local productions for an 
unforgettable experience! 
Scheduled around the Company’s 
existing performance Season, an 
audience of any size can witness 
Crash on the professional level 
complete with optional backstage 
access and post-show talkbacks 
with your students. Field trips 
can be part of a general 
performance, a dress rehearsal, 
or even a private performance 
created specifically for your 
students and community.  
 

 
In-School Performances 

Or better yet, bring Crash’s performance 
Season directly to your school! The 
Company’s current touring repertory is at 
your disposal and can be selected or added 
to depending on your wants and needs. In-
school performances can range from 30-90 
minutes and can include an optional 
student talkback session and premiere 
freestyle performances geared towards your 
event. For more information on current 
repertory, please refer to the downloadable 
“Arts Events Kit” provided at 
www.chicagodancecrash.com/book-crash/.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



 
For more information, scheduling, quotes, and visual assets, contact: 
Mark Hackman 
Producing Director 
Phone: 773.301.4310 
Email: mhackman@chicagodancecrash.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photography by Emily Coughlin, Ashley Deran, Eddie Eng, and Mark Hackman. Photos provided courtesy of the Athenaeum Theatre, The Dance 
Center at Columbia College, Lincoln Middle School, Chicago Children’s Museum at Navy Pier, The Biograph Theatre, Bloom High School, The 
Scottish Rite Theatre, Mark Twain Elementary, and the Dunham Theatre at Southern Illinois University of Edwardsville. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


